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THE CONTAINER STORE GROUP, INC.
500 FREEPORT PARKWAY, COPPELL, TEXAS 75019

June 16, 2016
To Our Shareholders:

You are cordially invited to attend the 2016 Annual Meeting of Shareholders of The Container Store Group, Inc. at 11:30 a.m. Central Time, on
Monday, August 1, 2016, at our principal executive offices, 500 Freeport Parkway, Coppell, Texas 75019.

The Notice of Meeting and Proxy Statement on the following pages describe the matters to be presented at the Annual Meeting.

Whether or not you attend the Annual Meeting, it is important that your shares be represented and voted at the Annual Meeting. Therefore, 1
urge you to promptly vote and submit your proxy by phone, via the Internet, or, if you received paper copies of these materials, by signing,
dating, and returning the enclosed proxy card in the enclosed envelope, which requires no postage if mailed in the United States. If you have
previously received our Notice of Internet Availability of Proxy Materials, then instructions regarding how you can vote are contained in that
notice. If you have received a proxy card, then instructions regarding how you can vote are contained on the proxy card. If you decide to attend
the Annual Meeting, you will be able to vote in person, even if you have previously submitted your proxy.

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

William A. ("Kip") Tindell, ITI
Chief Executive Officer and Chairman of the Board of Directors

2016 Proxy Statement The Container Store Group, Inc.
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Notice of Annual Meeting of Shareholders
To Be Held Monday, August 1, 2016

THE CONTAINER STORE GROUP, INC.
500 FREEPORT PARKWAY, COPPELL, TEXAS 75019

The Annual Meeting of Shareholders (the "Annual Meeting") of The Container Store Group, Inc., a Delaware corporation (the "Company"), will
be held at our principal executive offices, 500 Freeport Parkway, Coppell, Texas 75019 on Monday, August 1, 2016, at 11:30 a.m. Central Time,
for the following purposes:

To elect William A. ("Kip") Tindell, III, Timothy J. Flynn, Robert E. Jordan and Walter Robb as Class III Directors to serve until the
2019 Annual Meeting of Shareholders and until their respective successors shall have been duly elected and qualified;

To ratify the appointment of Ernst & Young LLP as our independent registered public accounting firm for the fiscal year ending April 1,
2017; and

To transact such other business as may properly come before the Annual Meeting or any continuation, postponement, or adjournment of
the Annual Meeting.
Holders of record of our Common Stock at the close of business on June 9, 2016 are entitled to notice of and to vote at the Annual Meeting, or
any continuation, postponement or adjournment of the Annual Meeting. A complete list of these shareholders will be open to the examination of
any shareholder at our principal executive offices at 500 Freeport Parkway, Coppell, Texas 75019 for a period of ten days prior to the Annual
Meeting and on the day of the Annual Meeting. The Annual Meeting may be continued or adjourned from time to time without notice other than
by announcement at the Annual Meeting.

It is important that your shares be represented regardless of the number of shares you may hold. Whether or not you plan to attend the
Annual Meeting in person, we urge you to vote your shares via the toll-free telephone number or over the Internet, as described in the
enclosed materials. If you received a copy of the proxy card by mail, you may sign, date and mail the proxy card in the enclosed return
envelope. Promptly voting your shares will ensure the presence of a quorum at the Annual Meeting and will save us the expense of
further solicitation. Submitting your proxy now will not prevent you from voting your shares at the Annual Meeting if you desire to do
S0, as your proxy is revocable at your option.

By Order of the Board of Directors

Jodi Taylor, Secretary

Coppell, Texas
June 16, 2016

2016 Proxy Statement The Container Store Group, Inc.
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Proxy Statement

THE CONTAINER STORE GROUP, INC.
500 FREEPORT PARKWAY, COPPELL, TEXAS 75019

This proxy statement is furnished in connection with the solicitation by the Board of Directors of The Container Store Group, Inc. of proxies to
be voted at our Annual Meeting of Shareholders to be held on Monday, August 1, 2016 (the "Annual Meeting"), at our principal executive
offices, 500 Freeport Parkway, Coppell, Texas 75019 at 11:30 a.m. Central Time, and at any continuation, postponement, or adjournment of the
Annual Meeting. Holders of record of shares of Common Stock, $0.01 par value ("Common Stock"), at the close of business on June 9, 2016
(the "Record Date"), will be entitled to notice of and to vote at the Annual Meeting and any continuation, postponement, or adjournment of the
Annual Meeting. As of the Record Date, there were approximately 47,986,975 shares of Common Stock issued and outstanding and entitled to
vote at the Annual Meeting. Each share of Common Stock is entitled to one vote on any matter presented to shareholders at the Annual Meeting.

This proxy statement and the Company's Annual Report to Shareholders for the fiscal year ended February 27, 2016 (the "2015 Annual Report")
will be released on or about June 16, 2016 to our shareholders on the Record Date.

non non

In this proxy statement, ""we," "us," "our" and "The Container Store" refer to The Container Store Group, Inc. and "The Container Store, Inc."
refers to The Container Store, Inc., a Texas corporation and our wholly-owned subsidiary.

IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING THE AVAILABILITY OF PROXY MATERIALS
FOR THE SHAREHOLDER MEETING TO BE HELD ON MONDAY, AUGUST 1, 2016

This Proxy Statement and our 2015 Annual Report to Shareholders are available at http://www.proxyvote.com/

DIRECTIONS TO THE ANNUAL MEETING

Directions to the Annual Meeting from the Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport are as follows:

From the rental car area, take the north exit out of the airport

Take the Bass Pro Dr. exit Go 0.4 miles

Turn right at Bass Pro Dr. Go 0.3 miles

Continue on W. Bethel Rd. Go 1.2 miles

Turn left at Freeport Parkway Go 0.6 miles

Our principal executive offices are on the South East corner of Ruby Road and Freeport Parkway

The above directions are also listed on our website located at www.containerstore.com. Directions from other points are available by calling
(972) 538-6000.
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PROPOSALS
At the Annual Meeting, our shareholders will be asked:

To elect William A. ("Kip") Tindell, III, Timothy J. Flynn, Robert E. Jordan and Walter Robb as Class III Directors to serve until the
2019 Annual Meeting of Shareholders and until their respective successors shall have been duly elected and qualified;

To ratify the appointment of Ernst & Young LLP as our independent registered public accounting firm for the fiscal year ending April 1,
2017; and

To transact such other business as may properly come before the Annual Meeting or any continuation, postponement, or adjournment of
the Annual Meeting.
We know of no other business that will be presented at the Annual Meeting. If any other matter properly comes before the shareholders for a
vote at the Annual Meeting, however, the proxy holders named on the Company's proxy card will vote your shares in accordance with their best
judgment.

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE BOARD

The Board of Directors, or Board, recommends that you vote your shares as indicated below. If you return a properly completed proxy card, or
vote your shares by telephone or Internet, your shares of Common Stock will be voted on your behalf as you direct. If not otherwise specified,
the shares of Common Stock represented by the proxies will be voted, and the Board of Directors recommends that you vote:

FOR the election of William A. ("Kip") Tindell, III, Timothy J. Flynn, Robert E. Jordan and Walter Robb as Class III Directors; and

FOR the ratification of the appointment of Ernst & Young LLP as our independent registered public accounting firm for the fiscal year
ending April 1, 2017.

INFORMATION ABOUT THIS PROXY STATEMENT

Why you received this proxy statement. You are viewing or have received these proxy materials because The Container Store's Board of
Directors is soliciting your proxy to vote your shares at the Annual Meeting. This proxy statement includes information that we are required to
provide to you under the rules of the Securities and Exchange Commission ("SEC") and that is designed to assist you in voting your shares.

Notice of Internet Availability of Proxy Materials. As permitted by SEC rules, The Container Store is making this proxy statement and its
2015 Annual Report available to its shareholders electronically via the Internet. On or about June 16, 2016, we mailed to our shareholders a
Notice of Internet Availability of Proxy Materials (the "Internet Notice") containing instructions on how to access this proxy statement and our
2015 Annual Report and vote online. If you received an Internet Notice by mail, you will not receive a printed copy of the proxy materials in the
mail unless you specifically request them. Instead, the Internet Notice instructs you on how to access and review all of the important information
contained in the proxy statement and 2015 Annual Report. The Internet Notice also instructs you on how you may submit your proxy over the
Internet. If you received an Internet Notice by mail and would like to receive a printed copy of our proxy materials, you should follow the
instructions for requesting such materials contained on the Internet Notice.

Printed Copies of Our Proxy Materials. If you received printed copies of our proxy materials, then instructions regarding how you can vote
are contained on the proxy card included in the materials.

Householding. The SEC's rules permit us to deliver a single Internet Notice or set of proxy materials to one address shared by two or more of
our shareholders. This delivery method is referred to as "householding" and can result in significant cost savings. To take advantage of this
opportunity, we have delivered only one Internet Notice or one set of proxy materials to multiple shareholders who share an address, unless we
received contrary instructions from the impacted shareholders prior to the mailing date. We agree to deliver promptly, upon written or oral
request, a
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separate copy of the Internet Notice or proxy materials, as requested, to any shareholder at the shared address to which a single copy of those
documents was delivered. If you prefer to receive separate copies of the Internet Notice or proxy materials, contact Broadridge Financial
Solutions, Inc. at (800) 542-1061 or in writing at Broadridge, Householding Department, 51 Mercedes Way, Edgewood, New York 11717.

If you are currently a shareholder sharing an address with another shareholder and wish to receive only one copy of future Internet Notices or
proxy materials for your household, please contact Broadridge at the above phone number or address.

2016 Proxy Statement The Container Store Group, Inc. 3

13



Edgar Filing: Container Store Group, Inc. - Form DEF 14A

Table of Contents

Questions and Answers about the 2016 Annual Meeting of Shareholders

WHO IS ENTITLED TO VOTE AT THE ANNUAL MEETING?

The Record Date for the Annual Meeting is June 9, 2016. You are entitled to vote at the Annual Meeting only if you were a shareholder of
record at the close of business on that date, or if you hold a valid proxy for the Annual Meeting. Each outstanding share of Common Stock is
entitled to one vote for all matters before the Annual Meeting. At the close of business on the Record Date, there were 47,986,975 shares of
Common Stock issued and outstanding and entitled to vote at the Annual Meeting.

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN BEING A "RECORD HOLDER'" AND HOLDING SHARES IN
"STREET NAME"?

A record holder holds shares in his or her name. Shares held in "street name" means shares that are held in the name of a bank or broker on a
person's behalf.

AMIENTITLED TO VOTE IF MY SHARES ARE HELD IN "STREET NAME"?

Yes. If your shares are held by a bank or a brokerage firm, you are considered the "beneficial owner" of those shares held in "street name." If
your shares are held in street name, these proxy materials are being provided to you by your bank or brokerage firm, along with a voting
instruction card if you received printed copies of our proxy materials. As the beneficial owner, you have the right to direct your bank or
brokerage firm how to vote your shares, and the bank or brokerage firm is required to vote your shares in accordance with your instructions. If
your shares are held in street name, you may not vote your shares in person at the Annual Meeting unless you obtain a legal proxy from your
bank or brokerage firm.

HOW MANY SHARES MUST BE PRESENT TO HOLD THE ANNUAL MEETING?

A quorum must be present at the Annual Meeting for any business to be conducted. The presence at the Annual Meeting, in person or by proxy,
of the holders of a majority in voting power of the Common Stock issued and outstanding and entitled to vote on the Record Date will constitute
a quorum.

WHO CAN ATTEND THE 2016 ANNUAL MEETING OF SHAREHOLDERS?

You may attend the Annual Meeting only if you are a The Container Store shareholder who is entitled to vote at the Annual Meeting, or if you
hold a valid proxy for the Annual Meeting. If you plan to attend the Annual Meeting, you must RSVP by checking the appropriate box on
www.proxyvote.com, if you vote over the Internet, or on the proxy card, if you vote by mail. If you vote by telephone, you must follow the
prompt to RSVP. In order to be admitted into the Annual Meeting, your name must appear on the attendance list and you must present
government-issued photo identification (such as a driver's license).

WHAT IF A QUORUM IS NOT PRESENT AT THE ANNUAL MEETING?

If a quorum is not present at the scheduled time of the Annual Meeting, (1) the chairperson of the Annual Meeting or (ii) a majority in voting
power of the shareholders entitled to vote at the Annual Meeting, present in person or represented by proxy, may adjourn the Annual Meeting.

2016 Proxy Statement The Container Store Group, Inc. 4
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT THE 2016 ANNUAL MEETING OF SHAREHOLDERS

WHAT DOES IT MEAN IF I RECEIVE MORE THAN ONE INTERNET NOTICE OR MORE THAN ONE
SET OF PROXY MATERIALS?

It means that your shares are held in more than one account at the transfer agent and/or with banks or brokers. Please vote all of your shares. To
ensure that all of your shares are voted, for each Internet Notice or set of proxy materials, please submit your proxy by phone, via the Internet,
or, if you received printed copies of the proxy materials, by signing, dating and returning the enclosed proxy card in the enclosed envelope.

HOW DO 1 VOTE?
We recommend that shareholders vote by proxy even if they plan to attend the Annual Meeting and vote in person. If you are a shareholder of
record, there are three ways to vote by proxy:

by Internet You can vote over the Internet at www.proxyvote.com by following the instructions on the Internet Notice or
proxy card;

by Telephone You can vote by telephone by calling 1-800-690-6903 and following the instructions on the proxy card; or

by Mail You can vote by mail by signing, dating and mailing the proxy card, which you may have received by mail.

Internet and telephone voting facilities for shareholders of record will be available 24 hours a day and will close at 11:59 p.m., Eastern time, on
July 31, 2016.

If your shares are held in street name through a bank or broker, you will receive instructions on how to vote from the bank or broker. You must
follow their instructions in order for your shares to be voted. Internet and telephone voting also may be offered to shareholders owning shares
through certain banks and brokers. If your shares are not registered in your own name and you would like to vote your shares in person at the
Annual Meeting, you should contact your bank or broker to obtain a legal proxy and bring it to the Annual Meeting in order to vote.

CAN I CHANGE MY VOTE AFTER I SUBMIT MY PROXY?
Yes.

If you are a registered shareholder, you may revoke your proxy and change your vote:

by submitting a duly executed proxy bearing a later date;

by granting a subsequent proxy through the Internet or telephone;

by giving written notice of revocation to the Secretary of The Container Store prior to or at the Annual Meeting; or

by voting in person at the Annual Meeting.

Your most recent proxy card or Internet or telephone proxy is the one that is counted. Your attendance at the Annual Meeting by itself will not
revoke your proxy unless you give written notice of revocation to the Secretary before your proxy is voted or you vote in person at the Annual
Meeting.

15
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If your shares are held in street name, you may change or revoke your voting instructions by following the specific directions provided to you by

your bank or broker, or you may vote in person at the Annual Meeting by obtaining a legal proxy from your bank or broker and submitting the
legal proxy along with your ballot.

WHO WILL COUNT THE VOTES?

A representative of Broadridge Financial Solutions, Inc., our inspector of election, will tabulate and certify the votes.

2016 Proxy Statement The Container Store Group, Inc. 5
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT THE 2016 ANNUAL MEETING OF SHAREHOLDERS

WHAT IF 1 DO NOT SPECIFY HOW MY SHARES ARE TO BE VOTED?

If you submit a proxy but do not indicate any voting instructions, the persons named as proxies will vote in accordance with the
recommendations of the Board of Directors. The Board of Directors' recommendations are indicated on page 2 of this proxy statement, as well
as with the description of each proposal in this proxy statement.

WILL ANY OTHER BUSINESS BE CONDUCTED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING?

We know of no other business that will be presented at the Annual Meeting. If any other matter properly comes before the shareholders for a
vote at the Annual Meeting, however, the proxy holders named on the Company's proxy card will vote your shares in accordance with their best
judgment.

HOW MANY VOTES ARE REQUIRED FOR THE APPROVAL OF THE PROPOSALS TO BE VOTED
UPON AND HOW WILL ABSTENTIONS AND BROKER NON-VOTES BE TREATED?

Effect of Votes Withheld /
Abstentions and Broker
Proposal Votes required Non-Votes

Proposal 1: Election of Directors The plurality of the votes cast. This ~ Votes withheld and broker
means that the four nominees non-votes will have no effect.
receiving the highest number of
affirmative "FOR" votes will be
elected as Class III Directors.

Proposal 2: Ratification of The affirmative vote of the holders ~ Abstentions will have the same

Appointment of Independent of a majority in voting power of the  effect as votes against the proposal.

Registered Public Accounting Firm  shares of Common Stock of the We do not expect any broker
Company which are present in non-votes on this proposal.

person or by proxy and entitled to
vote on the proposal.

WHAT IS AN ABSTENTION AND HOW WILL VOTES WITHHELD AND ABSTENTIONS BE
TREATED?

A "vote withheld," in the case of the proposal regarding the election of directors, or an "abstention," in the case of the proposal regarding the
ratification of the appointment of Ernst & Young LLP as our independent registered public accounting firm, represents a shareholder's
affirmative choice to decline to vote on a proposal. Votes withheld and abstentions are counted as present and entitled to vote for purposes of
determining a quorum. Votes withheld have no effect on the election of directors. Abstentions have the same effect as votes against on the
ratification of the appointment of Ernst & Young LLP.

WHAT ARE BROKER NON-VOTES AND DO THEY COUNT FOR DETERMINING A QUORUM?
Generally, broker non-votes occur when shares held by a broker in "street name" for a beneficial owner are not voted with respect to a particular
proposal because the broker (1) has not received voting instructions from the beneficial owner and (2) lacks discretionary voting power to vote
those shares. A broker is entitled to vote shares held for a beneficial owner on routine matters, such as the ratification of the appointment of
Ernst & Young LLP as our independent registered public accounting firm, without instructions from the beneficial owner of those shares. On the
other hand, absent instructions from the beneficial owner of such shares, a broker is not entitled to vote shares held for a beneficial owner on
non-routine matters, such as the election of directors. Broker non-votes count for purposes of determining whether a quorum is present.
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WHERE CAN I FIND THE VOTING RESULTS OF THE 2016 ANNUAL MEETING OF
SHAREHOLDERS?

We plan to announce preliminary voting results at the Annual Meeting and we will report the final results in a Current Report on Form 8-K,
which we intend to file with the SEC shortly after the Annual Meeting.

2016 Proxy Statement The Container Store Group, Inc. 6
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