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ITEM 7. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND EXHIBITS

(c) Exhibits

99.1 Press release dated July 21, 2004

ITEM 9. |REGULATION FD DISCLOSURE

Stryker Corporation issued a press release on July 21, 2004 announcing that it has entered into a definitive agreement
to acquire, by merger, all of the outstanding stock of SpineCore, Inc., a privately-owned developer of artificial lumbar
and cervical discs located in Summit, New Jersey.

A copy of the press release is attached hereto as Exhibit 99.1.
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Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be
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