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(Former name or former address, if changed since last report)

Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of the registrant under any of
the following provisions:

¨ Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)

¨ Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)

¨ Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))

¨ Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))
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Item 5.02 Departure of Directors or Principal Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Principal Officers.

Effective April 14, 2005, Albert L. Zesiger resigned as a member of the board of directors or DURECT Corporation (the �Company�). Also
effective April 14, 2005, the Board of Directors of the Company elected Simon X. Benito to the Board, to fill the vacancy created by the
resignation of Mr. Zesiger. Mr. Benito has had a successful and extensive career serving several health care companies in senior executive
positions, including 25 years at Merck & Co, Inc. His most recent positions included Senior Vice President, Merck Vaccine Division; Executive
Vice President, Merck-Medco Managed Care; and Executive Director and Vice President, Merck Human Health, Japan. In addition, Mr. Benito
was a Fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales for over thirty years until his retirement in 1999. Mr. Benito
currently serves on the board of directors of Inovio Biomedical Corporation, where he is the chairman of the audit committee

ITEM 9.01 Financial Statements And Exhibits.

(c) Exhibits.

Exhibit
Number Exhibit Title or Description      

99.1 Press release dated April 18, 2005.
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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

DURECT Corporation

Date: April 18, 2005 By: /s/ James E. Brown
James E. Brown
President and Chief Executive Officer
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EXHIBIT INDEX

Exhibit
Number Exhibit Title or Description      

99.1 Press release dated April 18, 2005.
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