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Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of
the registrant under any of the following provisions (see General Instructions A.2. below):

“Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)
“Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)
“Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))
“Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))
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Item 5.02 Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers;
Compensatory Arrangements of Certain Officers.

Election of Director

The Board of Directors (the “Board”) of Atara Biotherapeutics, Inc. (the “Company”’) appointed, upon the
recommendation of the Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee of the Board, William K. Heiden to serve
as a member of the Board as a Class I director, effective November 23, 2015 (the “Effective Date™).

The Board has determined that Mr. Heiden is independent under the Company’s Corporate Governance Guidelines,
applicable U.S. Securities Exchange Commission (“SEC”) requirements and Nasdaq listing standards. There are no
arrangements or understandings between Mr. Heiden and any other persons pursuant to which he was elected as a
director of the Company. There are no family relationships between Mr. Heiden and any director or executive officer
of the Company, and he has no direct or indirect material interest in any transaction required to be disclosed pursuant
to Item 404(a) of Regulation S-K.

As of the Effective Date, Mr. Heiden will participate in the Company’s non-employee director compensation
arrangements, which are generally described under the heading ‘“Non-Employee Director Compensation” in the
Company’s Proxy Statement for its 2015 Annual Meeting of Stockholders as filed with the SEC on April 29,

2015. Under such arrangements, Mr. Heiden will receive a prorated annual retainer starting on the Effective Date. In
addition, Mr. Heiden received an option to purchase 15,500 shares of the Company’s Common Stock, which will vest
over three years. The Company also entered into its standard form of indemnification agreement with Mr. Heiden.
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Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be
signed on its behalf by the undersigned thereunto duly authorized.

Atara Biotherapeutics, Inc.

By: /s/ John F. McGrath, Jr.
John F. McGrath, Jr.
Chief Financial Officer
Date: November 25, 2015



